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versatile inclinations, but love with 
unabated ardour to the end or our 
lives. But these as Cowper says 
Are observations on the case 
That savour much of common place, 

And alltbe world admits them, 
what a pity! the minds of the world 
were noi also actuated by them : 
Then meretricious attainments would 
be of little value, arid mental quali- 
fications only in estima;ion; man 
would meet man, without any of the 
Cool reserve which is so observable; 
and be esteemed in proportion as he 
is virtuous. S. 

Badymena, Nov. I4M, 1809. 

To the Proprietors of ike Belfast Magazine. . 



I SOMETIMES hear your maga- 
zine stigmatized as dull : but while 
you continue to make it useful, you 
need riot fear departing from the 
plan of some of your contem- 
poraries; in time the taste of your 
readers may be reclaimed from the 
frivolities, which they have been ac- 
customed to see in periodical publi- 
cations, and learn to bear a mixture 
of the useful. Persevere steadily in 
the plan you have adopted, and 
generally adhered to, and venture to 
communicate common sense. Some 
may be disgusted, but the number of 
sensible readers will he increased — 
Your attention to instruct from time 
to time in the pi .ns for restoring sus- 
pended animation is deserving of en- 
couragement. In aid of your plan I 
send you the following observations 
with which I lately met op the 
subject. They are from the Suffolk 
humane society. Besides the useful 
though common observations in the 
first four paragraphs, 1 wo.uld parti- 
cularly recommend the important 
information in the next four. They 
point out an enlightened method of 
treatment. A Reader. 

Sutpenefc4 Respiration. 
Cases of suspei.ded respiration from 
drowning frequently occur where no 
medical assistance can be immediately 
procured, and many valuable lives 
are in consequence lost trom improper 
treatment, which might have been 
preserved, had more appropriate means 
been, used. 



The Suffolk Humane Society to 
prevent, as far as possible, the oc- 
currence of the like fatal consequences 
in future, recommends the following 
directions to bg observed, till medical 
assistance can be obtained. 

As soon as the body is taken from 
the water, convey it with the head 
and shoulders raised, to the nearest 
house, having first untied the neck- 
cloth and removed every impediment 
to respiration ; then strip off the 
clothes, wipe the body dry and care- 
fully clean the mouth" and nostrils. 

Place the body (the head still 
raised) on a bed or ijpon blankets, 
on i. Iqw table, in a warm but airy 
room in winter, or in the sun in 
summer. 

Six persons are as many as can 
be usefully employed, and not more 
thai) that number should be admitted 
into the room. 

£.et one person close the mouth 
and one nostril: an other press 
the lower end of the prominent part 
of the wind pipe (called the pomum 
atlami) backward, while a third blows 
into the open nostril by means of a 
pair of bellows, till the chest be a 
little raised ; the air should then he 
allowed to escape, and its expulsion 
assisted by gentle pressure on the 
chest, after this process has beeji re- 
peated three or four times, rub the 
whole body and particularly the right 
breast, with oil ot hog's lard, which 
will prevent the ill effects of friction. 

This plan should be continued for 
at least four hours, warmth being at 
the same time applied to the, teet 
and hqnds by means of bladders or 
bottles of warm water, or hot sand 
bags; if a warm bath can be pro- 
cured, the patient may be with ad- 
vantage, immersed in it up to the 
shoulders, as whatever tends to pre- 
serve the warmth of the body, with- 
out vitiating the air, is useful. 

As soon as a pulse at the wrist, or 
beating of the heart can be felt, 
stimulate the inside of the nostrils 
by touching them with spirit of 
hartshorn, or sal volatile, and inject 
by means of an elastic tube or sy- 
ringe (if the person be unable to 
swallow) a spoonful or two of warm 
wine, brandy, rum, or gin and water, 
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and repeat it every five or ten minutes, 
till a wine glass or two has been con- 
sumed. \\ hen die natural respiration 
is restored, put the person in a warm 
bed, and sutler him to remain quiet. 

All rough treatment, such as rolling 
the body on casks, holding it up by 
the heels, &c. should be carefully 
avoided. 

Medical assistance should in all 
eases oe provided as speedily as 
possible. 



for the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

The following Report of the Medical 
Committee of the Jennerian Society 
on the subject of Vaccination, has been 
subscribed by 21. Physicians, and 
'2Q Surgeons of the first eminence 
in the Metropolis ; and has been 
ordered to be printed and circulat- 
ed among the members of the So- 
ciety. It is inserted here, with a 
view to its more extensive circu- 
lation. 
THE medical council of the Roy- 
al Jennerian Society, having been 
infomed that various cases had oc- 
curred, which excited prejudices a- 
gaiii'-t vaccine inoculation, and tend- 
ed to check the progress of that 
important discovery in this kingdom, 
appointed a committee of twenty-five 
of theh- members to inquire, not only 
into the nature and truth of such 
eases, but also into the evidence res- 
pecting instances of small pox, alleg- 
ed to have occurred twice in the 
same person. 

In consequence of this reference 
the committee made diligent inquiry 
into the history of a number of cases, 
in which it was supposed that vac- 
cination had failed to prevent the 
Wall pox, and also such cases of small 
]jox<qs were stated to have happened 
subsequently to the natuial or in- 
oculated small pox. 

In the course of their examination 
the committee learned, that opinions 
and assertions had been advanced and 
circulated, which charged the cow 
pox with rendering patients liable to 
particular diseases, frightful in their 
appearance, and hitherto unknown; 
and judging such opinions to be con- 
nected with the question as to the 



efficacy of the practice, they thought 
it incumbent upon them to examine 
also into the validity of these inju- 
rious statements respecting vaccination. 
After a very minute investigation 
of these subjects, the result of their 
inquiries has been submitted to the 
medical council ; and from the re- 
port of the committee it appears : 

1, That most of the cases, which 
have been urged in proof of li.e 
inefficiency of vaccination, and 
which have been the subjects of 
public attention and conversation, are 
either wholly unfounded, or grossly 
misrepresented. 

y, 'lhat other case?, brought for- 
ward as instances of the failure of 
vaccination to prevent the small pox, 
are now allowed, by the very per- 
sons who first related them, to have 
been erroneously stated. 

3, That the statements of the greater 
part of those cases have been already 
carefully investigated, ably discussed, 
and fully refuted, by different wri- 
ters on the subject. 

4, 'That notwithstanding the most 
incontestible proofs of such misrepre- 
sentations, a few medical men have 
persisted in repeatedly bringing the 
same unfounded and refuted reports, 
and misrepresentations before the pub- 
lic, thus perversely and disingenuously- 
labouring to excite prejudices against 
vaccination. 

5, That in some printed accounts, 
adverse to vaccination, in which the 
writers had no authenticated facts to 
support the opinions they advanced, 
nor any reasonable arguments to main- 
tain them, the subject has been treat- 
ed with indecent and disgusting levity ; 
as if the good or evil of society 
were fit objects ior sarcasm and ri- 
dicule. 

6, That when the practice of vac- 
cination was first introduced and re- 
commended by Dr. Jenner, many 
persons, who had never seen the ef- 
fects of the vaccine fluid on the hu- 
man system, who were almost whol- 
ly unacquainted with the history of 
vaccination, the characteristic marks 
of the genuine vesicle, and the cau- 
tions necessary to be observed in the 
management of it, and were therefore 
incompetent to decide whether patients 
were properly vaccinated or not, ne- 



